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Over the long term, the growth rate for electric energy is projected to
decline continually as shown in Table 2. Nevertheless, the growth rate
for electric energy remains higher than that for real GNP or for primary
energy. This suggests that the electric sector will increase in relative
importance despite long-term growth rates significantly lower than those
heretofore experienced.

TABLE C-2

EIA Series C
Forecast For:

Long-Terrc Electric Growth Rates

Average Annual Growth Rate (%)
1977-1985            1985-1990            1990-1995            1995-2020

Real GNP                                       3.7

Primary Energy Supply    1.8
Electricity Production    4,6

3.0

2.5
4.0

2,9
2.5
3,7

2.4
1.5
2.4

Source: Energy Information Administration, October 1979
II. NUCLEAR ENERGY FORECASTS

The salient feature of nuclear energy forecasts has been their systematic
decline. Although the excesses of the past (forecasts up to 1000 GWe of
installed nuclear capacity by the year 2000) are now widely recognized,
there has been a continued erosion of even recent forecasts that had
been considered conservative. For example, the 1977 EIA Annual Report
predicted that from 200 to 275 GWe of nuclear capacity would be on line
in the U.S. by 7995. By contrast, unofficial EIA estimates made in
October 1979 placed the range at 156 to 196 GWe. Since 1975, the number
of new plant orders has been exceeded by cancellations as shown in Table
3,

TABLE C-3

YEAR

Net Orders for Nuclear Generating Capacity
ORDERS        CANCELLATIONS         NET CHANGE

1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

No. of
Units

2

3
4
2
0

(September)

TOTAL

11

Capacity
(MWe)

1948
3790

4975
2240
0

12953

No. of
Units

12
3
8

n

9

43

Capacity
(Me)

13229
3550

8522
11287
70452

47040

No. of
Units

-10
0

-4 '
-9
-9

-32

Capacity
(Mwe)

-11281
240

-3547

-9047
-10452

-34087

C-2ection E on synthetics,
